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Early in my hfe I became aware ofthe fact that my family had keen asmiated, for several 
generations, with the history of Hackensack, New Jersey. The family had an aocumulation of historic 
photqgraphs, maps, and 1300k8 dedmg with Hackensack and Bergen County. These cmted  such an 
ink- in me that I delved deeper into the details of my ancestry. 

I discovered that my middle name traced back to 1660 when John Memr bought land in 
Westchester Corn@, New York, h m  Mian Chef Wingak The Mercers were descendants on my 
father's side of the family. 

I hgan wring short stories and Mum of a historic nature describing what it was like 
in 1915 when, as a child, we moved to the Fairmount section of Hackensack. Then I began writing 
detai3s concerning the history of bnsporbtion, c h d e s ,  social groups, 6nancid Mtutions, 
newspapers, police and h e  de-ents. 

Upon my retirement of 40 years of mrvice in dmp ofHackelmckYs h l  buildmgs md 
grounds, 1 was asked to write a history of the public achcmls. This was a five-year project and was 
followed by a two-year stint writing the 100th anniversary &tion of the Reformed Church of 
River Edge and a 100th anniversary edition of the Oritani Field Club. 

As city historian and president of the School Hisbrical Committee of Hackensack, I advised 
the Hackensack Mayor and City Council in 1989 that 1993 would mmk the 300-year anniversary of 
the forming of New Barbadoes. 1 was requested to write a manuscript, which later bame the basis 
ofthis book. 

Many of the photographs included in t h h  h k  have aka been made into slides which I use 
in ledmw ta interested gmups around the county. l b s e  are also used at our &aol museum where 
a p p h t e l y  20 classes or abut 600 or more students each year visit to learn the history of their 
schools and their city. 

The h&my of Hackensack has always been my personal love. Through this publ;cation, 
it can now be s h a d  with and enjoyed by future generatiom of Hackemad residents. 

George Mercer Scudder 
Hackensack City Historian 
President of the School 
Historical Committee 



Three centurk of prqwity in a small township established in 1693 are captured in this 
bmk. Dedicated to Ha- c&ma of the past, p m n t ,  and future, it is a community celebration 
of a city and m acknowledgment of oftbe heritage of its people. 

It is the role of government to -we for future examination the chamch, spirit, 
activitiss, and motives of ita evolution. In 1993, our city's 3Wyear anniwm,  this this wa6 

an urgent calling. For too long, we have forgotten the necasity of maintaining and communicating 
our history. This book is an effort to compile vital infmmation about Hackensack and place it 
squarely in the histmid record. 

H a c k e d  is a proud community of outstanding and devoted citizem. Through this 
mmmemomtive book, we are joined as guardiam of past heamms, as enthusiastic cheerleaders 
of all that is wonderful about our community today, and as loyal dreamers of what the future 
may hold. With this book ccnxres a warm wkh to the citizens of Hackemack, and dl our good 
fiends, of peace, joy, and mntinued pmprity. 

Mayor John E Zisa 
City of Hackensad 

Qft to Right) 
Councihau Roger B,Mattei 
C o ~ ~ u a R G ~  

Mayor John F. Zisa 



It is with ahlute gratitude and full heart that the following individuals are a c b l e d g e d  
for their conhibutions to this work: E. Fitz Art, pdicularly Ellen Fitzpatrick Pinkman for her design 
experti=, d v e  instincts, and o h  relied upon v n a l  guidanq and Barbara I d  for her 
d e n t ,  o n - v  writing oonbibutims and c h d  wdlmgness to meet demanding deadljnm. 

Gmt appmiation is given to George M. Scudder, whose rnanusrript and photo m11edion 
k a m e  tbe Wis of this ba& and whose indepth and loving knowledge of the city is evident in d his 
words and deeds. Without his personal commitment and his endlas mperation, the hd product 
muld never have been achieved. 

The a s i s h c e  and kn~wledge of all members ofHackensaclr's g o m e n t  wem essential 
to the completion of this book: Eugene Du&, M r  of Community Affairs, whose %yew 
knowledge of city government was particuhly instrumental in i%ng in many missing pieces; 
AUan H. Beretha&, Bureau of Criminal Identihtion, Hackensack Police Department, whose 
photography work was performed always with enthusiamq Miriam Fergumn, Recreation 
hprbnent Piredor, and Charlotte Pans: Administrative Analyst, for their special efforts. 
A a p e a d  word of thanks to Mayor Jack Zisa and City Manager James S. b v a  for 
their conlid- 

Linda Steuenvald 



far tbeirgeaen~ sp, afthis C ~ H I W ~  M 
The H&msa& Water Company has been an indudq l& in planmng and building 

facilities to quench the thirst of a gmTiping area, and it is oonstantly mkhg new technologies to 
maintain superior water quality. 

Throughout its 125-year history, Hi&ma& Water hiw continued to meet or mpw all 
state or federal q u k m n t s  for water quality Today the company sentes three quarters of a million 
p p l e  in 60 axtununities in Bergen and Hudson oounlies. Its fwr memoh - Oradell, WoodcMF 
Lake, Lake Tappn, and Lake &Forest - have a oombiaed =pacity d 14 billion gdons. The company 
employs 460 peopIe. Hadmnsack Water re&&ud itselfin 1W to form a new pamnt, United Water 
Rexiuroes, which lists on the New York Stack Exdump (NYSF,) under the bdng  B Y T I - I ~ ~ ~  UWR. 
United Water has p i d  unhhmpted 4 dividends on ih ownmon at& 1836, one of the 

DonaldLCosrell longest dividend payment records on the NYSE. - 
~ ~ C o m p s n g  

Alfred Sanzari is the visionary founder of the real estate organieation A W  Srlnzari 
Enterprises of Hackensack. The third of six aons brn to m n t s  who worked in a Bogota pp~ 
factory and a Pakrson silk mill, Sanzari epitomks the American Dream. - 

Sanzari has played a leading mle in New Jemy's real e9tate boom. Todax the 111 

company that bears his name owns and manage8 a portfolio of properties in the residential, 
c o m m d ,  industrial, and hospitality fields, Some of the most notable are the Caurt 
Plaza Complex a m  from the 3ergen County Courthouse and the Glenpointe Complex 
in Teaneck, both ofwhich have been developed by the h, 

fhmmi's love for his community is evidenced thmugh the many civic and industry 
orgmmhns with which he is affiliated in his hometown of Hackensack and in New J v ,  
includmg the Baard of Governors of Hackemack Medical Center and the Board of 
Chunkionem ofthe Palisad88 Interstate Park Commission. 









1693 New Barbadma 
Township border 

Current border of 
Bergen County-Passaic County 

Current City of Hackensack 

The next major group of Europeam to settle into what was then known as New 
Netherlands wae the British, arriving in the mid-16008. By 1664, the BritiA began their conquest of 
NewNetherlands, andafterabri$ehteaTitarymcededtoMBritainbtheNetllerM 
Also in 1664, Great Britain's King Charla II made a gemmus grant to his bmther Jam=, Duke of 

York, deedmghim the large tract of land that is today New Jersey. Following the tradition of the timea, 
the Duke of York granted the land to two EngZidmm Lord John Berbhy and Sir George C-t. 
In "Grants and C o n h , ' '  - some- known as the Mapa Carta of New Jersey - Berkeley and 
Cadmet promised religious hedorn, land crwnerahip, the right of assembly, and v k o w  other civil 
rights thelt are stdl in eE& today. 

Lz 1667, the LegLslative Council of the -, a form ofgwment  &abWed by 
the British in 1664, divided tbe land into two d o n s :  East Jersey and Wmt Jemy In 1682 it cm 
ated four counties in East Jersey 8ergen, Esseq Middleax, and Mbnmuth. Bergen County's bound- 



state line muth ta Newark and Newark Bay. Its western and e a h  
Jhckenmck and the H u h n  Rive=. In 1709, the weatem boundary 

In 1668, a land grant of m m  thaul6,000 acres - whkh included the lands between 
the Hackensack and F'maic Rivers - was made to p h i d m  fmm the West India idand ofof~arbadoes. 
The lqacy they left was to name this territory New Barbadm 'Ibmhip in 1693. In the same year, 
the Village of Jhbmwk was formed within the 'knship  of New Barbadoes. At the time of ita &b 
lishment, the V I  of l h c k e n d  included all lands between the Hackensack and Hudson Rivers, 
eastofwhereit istoday. 

In 1699, Barbadian planter Captain John Berry received the land in which today is 
lacated most of Hackensack One of Captain 3en-f~ most cherished land donations to the people of 
Hackensack was the area known as The Green, which provided the land for the cmshctbn in 1696 
of the Dutch Reformed Church. 

By 1775, Hackensack - which in 1709 had became the county seat of Bergen - 
witnewd sharp conflicts and embitter& feehga as members ofthe and ?bry parties took decided 
atands for and against indepdence h m  Great Britain 

kS earIy as April 1776, after reports that fighting had broken out at Lexington and 
C m a d i n ~ c h d ,  many Haclrensack m r d d e n t s  enIisted in the J e r s e y h  ofthe Continental 
Army The speckle of the British redcoats shooting herican farmers convinced the mqjority that 
American arms must answer Great Britain's mhkted amgance. 

In the summer of 1776, the British moved the war south h m  New England to New 
York, Between June 29 d July 2, the British sailed into New Yo& H k h r  laden with redcoats who 
diembarked into ammpmenta on Staten W. By the end ofAugust, k t  Britain's General. WlUiam 
Howe had opened attack and had taken Long Island from American forces. Within two weeks, the 
Americ~ns were driven out of lower Manhattan. 

The entire E.Is lckdVdley  was expod to great danger. h h e d  by a possible 
British attack in mid-November, General George Washington and Continend Army h m p  from New 
J e m ~  P e ~ l v m i a ,  and Maryhd abandoned thir m p  at White Plains, Mew York, and crossed 





the Hudson River, encamping h Hackensack Wadmghn and his &established headquartas at 
the Mmion House, located at the southern corner of Main Street and W a A h g b  Place, the h w  
of Peter Zabrhkie. Many houses in Ha&ens& sheItered refugees who had aaeaked out of New York 
City when the British took wer. 

At F b r t k  G m d  Nathaniel Gmne prevented the Britishfrom cmsingtbeHudwn 
River, aided by the sheer walls of the Palisades, which f m e d  an a h a d  h p m a b l e  precipice for 10 
miles south and 20 miles north. On November 16, the British overtook Fort Washmgton, General 
W a s h g b n  lost 2,000 men, and he sadly &umd to Hackensack to plot new defenses and to plan a 

rehat  h m  northern New Jersey. 
Throughout th next several days the Revolutionary War took its toll on Hackensack 

and other parts of- County. On November 20 at d&r& the British cram4 the Hudson, land- 
ing at Closter Dock in what is now Cres&Il. They were eventually able to capture an empty Fort Lee 
after the Ameicans had mtmated. Although L d  Cornwallis and the British appeared to he dose to 
victory, the Continental Army was able to shy one step ahead of them by crossing the Hackellsack 
River at New Bndge in h n t  of the Admman-ZabrbkhVm Stsuben Hwse, then Zoceted in Hackmdc 
Inow River Edge). 

On Nwember 21, Washngton abandoned his headquarters at the Mansion House 
and crossed the Passaic River at ihe Aquackanonk Bridge (into what is now l h a i c ) .  At noon the next 
d a y , ~ e B r i t i a h t o o k ~ m o ~ T P d a ~ ~ ~ m ~ t h e t r a i l ~ ~ ~ a n d ~  
tamps via &ers throughout the area identifpng miJitary mutes. 

Duriag the next several years as the RevoIutiomy War raged an in points south, the 
British raided h g m  County m various occasions, bumzng the Hachw& courthouse in 1780. Patriota 
of the local, militia kept up a s t i f f w i s h ~ c e ,  h m m g  during the day and keeping sentinel watA thmugh- 
out the @t. 

Macent to The Gmm I 

momrment, The ReFord of 





The year 1780 aka marked the death of the Continental Army's Brigadier General 
Enoch Poor - a,clme fiend and con6dant of General Was-n - who died in Hackemack after 

sewing in New Hampshire under the command of the Miqm de Lafayette. He was laid to mt at the 
We~tewelt House on Mwin and Ward Streets and was buried with honors at the Old Church on the 
(hen, with Wdmgbn and Lafa- in attendance. General Paw is memoridzed with a monument 
that stjU stands *aoent to The Grem 

&spite the swmnder of Lad Camwallis and the British Army at Yorktown, P i  
in 1781, the British still. held New Yo* City and some local attach o d  Rhgmg in Hackensack 
continued to be launched from parts of the city and S t a h  I h d  throughout the next two yem,  

Finally, in 1783 the Treaty of Paris was signed and the war was declared over. In 

Novemkofthat year, G e d  Washmgton returned to Hackem& and addressed the militia, thank- 
ing them fbr their mperation and loyalty. 

Naw that the war was oflicdly m r  and peace returned, the people of Hakensack 
were able to lciok toward the future and to begin &bbhing the tawmhip's notable history as a desk- 
able place in which to live, work, and estabkh familinn and businesses. 



a23 The Residence, 

Raidenoe +s estublished in a house located at 

1901, it moved to 266 Passaic Street, 

I 'lding which wasdesigraed espe- 





192 1, a pmud Hackensack dimmy af5rmed its indepdenoe 
and approved a referendum to change its name from the 

lbwnship of New Earbdos to the City of Hackensack - a bi$hght in a long h x h y  of a government 
that is conducted for the people and by the people. 

The Township of New Barbadoes was established in 1693 and located in what is 
now known as Eseex County, It included lands betw;een tbe W c  and Ihhnmik Rivers that e;gtended 
north to New York state. In 1709, the %hip ofNew Barbadoes became part of Bergen County, 
and it was named the county seat. 

Tomnsbps of that era were not selfgweming. Instead, government functions were 
administered at the state level through the General Aiwembly, and at the county level through the 
Board of Justices and Fmholdem. Voters el& two c i W  from each county to reprent their inter- 
ests in the Assembly, a procedure that f o d d o w s  todays New Jersey Legislab. 

In 1856, the l assembly passed an act that allowed towmhipstomate impme 
mentmmmkkmstorepairpublicpmprk, a n d t h e ~ p a f N e w ~ f b r m e d  theHackensack 
Improvement Commkion. In 1868,l@ation was passed expmdmg the mle of improvement corn 
missions and requiring the election of commissioners. AU l d  governing powers wem * f e d  to 
the ccrmminsion. The libkensack Improvement C o d i o n  was iaa,qmrated in 1868 and was made 

up of five commissioners h the city's five war& to seme three-year terns; a president and a mm- 
missioner weE e h t d  at-large. 

Throughout h s  period, Bergen County t u d p s  were divided into smaller tom- 

ships and boroughs. By the mid-1890s, the Township of New Barbdoes, which contained the Village 
of Hackensdq occupied a fraction of iits ongrnal space. On March 30,1896, by state law, the Mhage 

of Hackensack and the Township of New Barbadoes became one entity. On November 8,1921, a 

township referendum was approved d i n g  for the adoption of the City of Hackensack as the m W -  
pality'~ official name. Although there m this name change, gavemment powers remained with the 
Hackensack Impmrnent Commi,ssion until 1933 - the year mother public referendum dtered the 
c o w  of Hackm~cKs history. 

On May 23,1933, by a vote ~f3,185 to 2,409, Jhkensack appmved a referendum that 
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changed the form of government to a stxong municipal managera plan, and a new city council was 
elected on June 20,1933. Those sewing on this h t  council were RobertA Altschuler, W a r n  J, Eck, mcoro l tg -  

Ralph F! de Claimopt, Emst A. bm, and Cbarles Orth. At the inauguraI meeting of July 18,1933, of 

Robert A. Altschuler was unanimously selected to serve as the city's h t  m a w  under thh plan. 
Hackensack continues to operate d e r  the strong municipal m m g m  plan, one of 

47 municipalities in. New Jemey to do so. Five city m u d l  members are elected at-large to a fouryear 

tern, and the newly ifiaugumted city muncil selects .the mayor. Sinm it is a nonpartisan form of gov- 

ernment, political miations am not a matter of public record. A profeaaional city manager is hired 
to direct the daily operations of government, whi& further protects the gwmment 6vm political intlu- 
en-. Way, government activities are orgamed under 15 departmenta and supported by a dedicated 
s M  of approximately 425 individuals. 

Police and fire departments began to form thro@out New Jersey after 1871, the year 
the state Leplatm passed alawpermithglcjcal pemmnb to @ these services. m s  

first police department formed in 1896. It operated out of borrowed space from the firehouse at 24 
M e m  Street. The department wwisted of Cornelius Van Blarcom, Michael Breen, Martin O'Shea, 
and A1 Sacbtleben. 

In 1958, the P o b  Department moved to newly cons t rud  headqmrhs at 225 State 

Street, adjacent to City HaU, Today, the Hackensack Police Department, among the largest in New 
Jersey) offers a 111 amplement of vital police s e h .  The d e m e n t  is composed of mom than 100 
police and civilian pemnnd. 

In 1864, a b r  huge fires ravaged the city, a group of uthm formed a volunteer 6~ 
company. Hackensack's h t  official volunteer ik department, however, was not organized until 1871, 
and operated until 1914 when it was replaced wilA a paid fire department which included Joseph 
Mercier, W h  Baldburg, Michael W$ant, and William Hemy J a c h .  

The iire department moved to its current headqwrk~ at 205 State Stmet in 1921. 

Today, it has four stations in the city, One hundred officers and h&htem respond to mom than 3,000 
b r e l a t e d  incidents and 2,500 ambulance calls annually. 

The Hackensack Volunteer Ambulance Carps was estabhhed in 1948 to provide the 







h depwtment with &during evening and weekend hmm. It is made up of 35 M e d  emergency 
medical technicians who volunteer evenings, 6 p.m. ta 6 am., and weekends round-thedock to provide 
expert medid care. 

If education is the greatest contribution a camunity can make to its youth, then 
Hackensack geb hgh marks. H a c k e d s  commitment to quality edudon dab back to 1769, the 
year the Waahjngton Academy, later known as the Washington Institute, was opened at the northwest 
mmer of Main and Warren Slm& by Peter W h ,  a member dthe k e m b l y  of New Jemey. ks the 
city's first dml, it wm ts om& for howledge and i n t e k t d  gmwh. In 1869, the Mtu te  was made 
a public schm1. Foraslght was also e x m i d  when, in 1897, the city o m  Elergen County's k s t  four- 
year high s c b d  at First and High Streets. It w a ~  attended by students from the entire Bergen County 
&on. Other prwninent d a d s  of the era included the Newman SchooI for boys, htd at Essex Street 
and Polifly Road, which was attended by F. h t t  Fitegmld, and the Hackensack Academy, located 
at the thewmt  corner of State Sbe& and Central Avenue. Both d m l s  were private. 

In 1894, the &ate government r q w e d  every municipality to establish a hoard afedu- 
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Elementary S c h d  

The City of H a c k d  

did not have aaol88iM 

city hall d l 9 2 2  

when it moved to 34& 

SWe the old 

headquarters of the 

Liberty Hme and 

fbamer Co, #l, 

In lsS9, the dty 

purchased the North 

J m y  Title hmmnce 

Company building at 

65 U d d  h u e .  

P W p h o o u r t e s y o f k  

IIaekmmck Polioe 

t*, and, in the same year, the Hadmmck Board of Education was i n m a t e d  W. Wheeler 
was the first board president. Until 1991 members of the b o d  of education were appointed by the 

c@'s mayor. Once again, the power of democracy surfaced and changed m-standmg traditions. In 
November 1990, city votem approved a referendum by a vote of 3,831 to 1,821 muiring the election 
of a bard of alumtion, The eledkm was condwtd on January 15,1991. 

Today, the Hackensack publit s c h d  system swwj mom than 4,000 students and is 
made up offour elementary dmb, one middle &I, and one hqh s c h d  The city's Adult Education 
Center, one of the largest in Bergen CounQ, serves an average of 6,000 adults a year. An important 

offering is the evming school for tRe f - h ,  establjshed in 1917. The Johnson F'ree Public Library 
is another m u n i t y  asset. It is named after a prominent ci- State Senator W m  M. Johnson, 
who donated land for, and funded the conskudim of, the city's first library. The Johnson Fhe Public 
Library waa opened on October 5,1901. 'May, it offers more than 150,000 volumes and 450 periodical 
s~~ and has a branch h i  at 39 Broadway. 
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In 1802, the state permitted turnpike companies to beoome orgamed and lice& 
with the provision that all monies collected be used to build new roads and refurbish old ones. This 
effort resulted in the coIzstruction by the Bergen k p i k e  Company of a turnpike h HackensadF to 
H o b  that year, and one to Jersey City two yearer hter. Others followed - to Albany in 1806, to 
Pakrson in 1815, and to Fort Lee in 1828 - esktbhhbg Hackensack as a tennhus of travel thnmgb 
out northern New Jersey and into New York state. These advances opened up new markets for 
Hackmack's sucaessful agricultural hd-, For mom than I00 yeam the turnpikes flourished, mtil 
1915 when the toU g a b  were abolished. 

7kmsporLat ion advances in the late 18th century enabled Hackends to -11 and 
h q o r t  the natural -that were hat.vested fhm the J3ackemck River. Clay from the river's 
banks was u d  to mold @ry, mate bricks, and was used in c a w h c h g  sand&one homm and p b  
ter walk 

In the 1790s, entaprenew Elhbeth Sutliff, who was born to black slaves, m p  
plying raw clay to potteries in Newark and Jersey City In the 1870s, three W e r s  opened e brick- 
yard m Little Ferry and bought S u W s  proprty. By 1882, the Mehrhof Brickmaking Works was 

~ m t f i a m t w o d i r m ~ e a & y e a ~ . ( 3 n a e o f t h e m o s t ~ c a m ~ ~ b ~  
Brick Company OTBC) which initiali~ed each brick it produd,  Fleets of brick acbmners and Mer 

--d 
ateampowered barges t r ~ d e d  the Hackensack. River, faditathg the sale of bricks to dl parts of 
the nation. Dunng the next 50 yeaq the brick indusby along the Hackemack River was the m d  -=- 
1- in the nation and a mwr saurce of empbyme11t for many of the area's rsgidents. 

The m i v d  ofthe %on H o d  and railroads in the mid-1800s changed Hackmek 
h m  p r b d y  a farming and rnanufacturhg village to a budkg aepter of commeme. 

In 1850, Thomas Demarest and other local men built the Northern Valley Railroad, 
connecting points of Bergen County with a Ihe that ran from New York City to Suftem. Tbenty 
years later, the New Jemy Midland Company (which later became the Sucsquehanna Rdroad) opened 
two stations in Hackensack - at Main and Memr Sb& and -Avenue - whkh were stop 
on ita east-west line that ran h m  Jemy City to Stroudsburg, ~ennsylbania. At about tbe same 
t h e ,  the Hackensack and New Yofk Railroad Company extended their nmthgouth mils, opening fm . 

I 



&tiom in hck-cb: Essex Street, Central Avenue, Anderson kt, and Fa ir~~~unt .  
Although H a c k e d  was never a manufadmhg giant in the same way other east- 

ern seaboard cities such as Patemon were, dependable rail travel caused several major industrh to 
open in the city in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Some of fithe most profitable wem: the Givermud 
Brothers silk-waving plants, the Thomas Jewelry Man- Company, S. (31- Co., Inc. slip- 
per factory, and the WJliam Campbell & Company's wallpaper factory, which later kame the site of 
Packard's. v 

The opening of the George Washington Bridge in 1931 created numerous bu~iness 
and residential growth opportunities for Bergen County by improving accw to New York City. Until 
the 195Ua, b h m a c k s  Main &met was one ofthe premier shoppg dishids in northern New Jemy. 
Anchored by two major d e m e n t  stom - Sears M u c k  and Co. and Arnold Constable - Main 
S M  offered a shopping variety that rivaled all others and c a d  tml& jams for mile. 

But the constsuction of the Garden State Plaza and the Bergen M d  in the late 19&, 

the opening of Alexander's and Korvette'a on Route 4 in the and the erection of Paramus Park 
and the Fashion Center on b u t e  17 in the 19708, caused the decline of f3ackensack's Main Street. A 
shopping district set within a city simply could not mmpete with the hundreds of stom and mvenient 

par- facilities that the suburban malls offered. 
Hackensack did profit h m  the last major shopping mall to be built along Rouh 4. 

In 1974, Riverside Square opened on a tract of land at the intemioa of Route 4 and H a h a c k  
Avenue, bringing in n d d  ratables and returning pmtigious stam to the city. 

In the 1970s, the cityb hf~astructure was addm&. The widening of Polifly Road 
and E m  Street was completed, a critid component of future growth plam 

Another major revitalization project involved the Court Street area and acmmed 

between 1976 and the 1980s when the Center City Comp1ex Redevelopment plan was implemented. 
It brought about the construction of Court Plaza, a 325,000-square-foot building acms from the 

d o u s e ,  the comtruction and mnstruction of private and public buildings, a mad extension to 
Atlantic Street, and the upgmdmg of Main Street through the hstalhtion of new hgbts, the planting 
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of trees, and the provision of other amenities. This huge project has revitalized the heart of the city 

In 1989, the Atlantic Street parking garage was opened, ad- 433 parlung spaces to the city's center. 

During the 1980s there was a major overhaul of the city's sewer system at two River 

Street locations. In 1992, a $4 million f l d  control project, directed at River Street, was completed. 

In 1993, the city began a $1 d o n  parks improvement and expansion project. 

All energies are now focused on the revitalization of Hackensack's 65 acres of river- 

front properhes, once one of Hackensack's most cherished assets. Restoring it to its former state is 
becoming a reality with the arrival of the Price Club in 1994. Planning studies h determine how to best 

renew this area are currently being prepared. A central element in the planning prmss is the con- 

struction of a riverfront walkway 
As Hackensack celebrates the 300-year a n n i v e r q  of its founding, its excellent loca- 

tion in the midst of a comprehensive transportation system allows the city to anticipate a successhl 

comeback Four major highways provide h c t  a m s s  to Hackensack's 4.6 square miles: mutes 4,17, 
46, and 80. It is traversed by the New York-Susquehmna & Western and New Jersey Transit railways. 

Some 26 bus routes come into Hackensack. The city boasts a population of 37,000, but these numbers 

swelI to 100,000 during the day as people h m  the region come to Hackensack to work at its many pub- 

lic, nonprofit, and private sector jobs. 
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Hackmack d e r s  faund employment in the homes of the duent citizens living along HackewacKs 
Summit and Pmpect Avenue$ Anderson and upper Union &&a, and Clinton Place. Nqbborhoods 
formed in the valley below Hakendds  west hill, just we& of the railroad in the city's center. 

h p e a n  immigrants established their own neighbor-. The Germans settled 
along Hudson Street;; the Irish on Union Street between E m x  Street and the r a i h c d  (an area then 
known as Little Dublink the Polish e s W h e d  neighborhuds located in the maat southern area of 

and the ItPtlim lived north ofVi.eeland Avenue to Essex She& By 1920, one-fifth ofHackmdr8 
population was fmign-born. 

The year 1870 was recorded as the beginning of a building boom that continued 
until Wmld War I, and a thriving, bbustling mmmercial ernd residential nucleus emerged. The railroads 
and imlley lines, which began in H a c k e d  in 1889, opened the township up to a new population: 
middle-class commuters to New York City and wealthy farmlies who built many of the u t g s  grand 
homes. Whem once it was perceived as a 4 city, Hackensack was now viewed m affordmg a sub- 

urban lifestyle for those who did not wish k~ live in Manham The city's population inmemed more 
than onethird between 1920 and 1930. 

Dung the two W d e ~  that foIlawed the opening ofthe George W a s h h g h  Bridge 
in 1931, Hackensack experienced a .  outward hght of its wealthy citizens to more spacious parts of 
Bergen County. But in 1956, city planners called for the renewal and revitdhtion of some dedbmg 

areas of Hackensack Detdorating homa were replaced with o h  buildqs, and schools and other 
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that d e n  extended beyond wligton to smkemnomic causes. In the 1950s and early 1%h, h e r  
influx of southern African-Americans came to I3ahnsak In 1965, Hackensack residents elected its 
first &can-American councilman, Herbert Leuerett. 

One public school carries on the memory of a great influential African-Amerim 
Hackensack M y :  the Morrows. The Morrow family came to Hackensack in 1874 and worked to 
improve life for African-Americafl midenta. John Morrow was a prominent AkicamAmeriwn minis- 

ter. HiS daughter, Nellie K M m w  Parker, h whom the school is named, became norhem New Jersey's 
&-st African-American educator in 1922. Although there was great opposition, includmg a Ku Klux 
Klan torch pwade, she prevailed. 

John's eldest son, Eugene, was the second African-American to graduak from 
Hackensack High School, in the year 1917. Another son, E. Frederick Morrow, was President 
E i o w e r ' a  exwmtive assistant - the first A k i m n - A m ~  in the W r y  of the United States to 
achieve this positirm. He also wrote a series of autobiographical books. His brother, John Howard, was 

a renown4 linguist and sewed as the United States Am-or to Guinea. 
Latino individuals dominated immigration in the 1960s and 19709. Mhcans ,  Puerto 

Rms, Cubans, Dominicans, and South and Central Americans arrived in 4 numbers. M a y ,  

latino midenta represent the third kg& group in Wensack.  In 1993, Jeeua R Gal* was elected 
as ts city's w h i n o  c o m a  

The next wave of immigration came from China, India, Hong Kong, and Japan They 
were h M  by the most recent immigrants from A@aruhn, Armenia, and Syria. 

The City of Hackemack continues to offer opportunity to the world's immigrants, 
M a y ,  Hackensack, the second municipality in Bergen County, is a proud city of more than 
37,000~entsm~ting~than40~dties. s l x t y 4 x ~ o f ~ ~ i s ~ ~ ,  
25 percent African-Arne- 15 pmmt Latino, 2.5 Asian or Pacific rslander, and 2.5 frrnn other coun- 
hies. As time goes on, new hdgmnta cdinue to arrive, assimilating and mntributing to ihe great- 
ness of the City of Hackensack and its p r o m  future. 
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The original River k t  site of the J3ackensack Gas Light Company is stiU in oper- 
ation today, after bang wed as a holder station until the 19508 and as a gas Mbut ion  facility until 
1991. PSE&G currently maintains an e l d c  ~ubstation facility at the location where 130 years ago 

one ofthe k t  gas companim in New Jersey bsgan. 
The Hackensack Water Company t r a a  its roots ta the City of Hackensack following 

the Civil War, As the city grew h m  a small vlUage to a suburban town, it muld no longer rely on back- 
yard wells or cistern as degmdable water mums. Community leaders quickly chow the H a c k e d  
River as their water source, and petitioned the state Legdatum for a charter to supply water service. 

On February 24,1869, the bill pawed the state Senate and it was signed into law by the p m o r  a 

month later. 
The company embarked on its h t  major expamion in 1881 after signing a contract 

to supply the City of Hoboken. To fulfill its obligation, Hackenaack Water imtalled a transmission 
pipeline to the city, built a pump station at New Milford, and constructed a water tower and storage 
memoir in Weehawken. The Weehawken aite housed the company's headquarters until 1979, when 
its main OW relocated to Hmmghn Park 

The early 1900s- a p e d  ofexceptbnal growth for Hackewack Water. In 1900, 
it purchased the outstanding stock of the Spring Valley Water Works and Supply Company - now 

called the Spring Valley Water Company hmprated - h t e d  in %&land County, New York It m- 

s t r u c t d  a Wor reservoir in Oradell in 1902 and dedicated another one in WdcliELake in 1905. 

The company a h  took the first of a nexwndmg m-ies of important steps to emure 

that the water mtching mhrnem' tape was of the highest puality possible, and began consbudion on 

the first filter plant at New Milford. Hailed as one of the premier water plants in the nation, the 



plant opened on June 25,1906, 

Innovative research by I-hckmmck Water in the 1920s produd a highly sumad id  
water purification prooess that earned the company indushy-wide recognition. M m  & r o d  occurred 
in the 1930s and 1940s as the company extended its aervicw to the we&, north, and south with acqui- 
sitions and new fianchiees. 

In 1957, the company bmke gmund in C h k s t m q  New York, for the Lake D e F o h  
Resemir, named for former H a c k e d  Water President Hemy L. D e F m  A decade later the com- 
pany opened its Lake 'hppan Reservoir in River Vale, New Jemey. 

ln the 1% H a c k e d  Water a d  the North Jersey Wanaque South Supply Project 
began construction of the Wanaque South Project, a N@OIMI water project which is the cumemtone for 
New Jersey's water supply master plan. It was dedicated in 1987 and enaures Hackensack Wakr 
customers a sufEcient water supply well into the next century. 

During a eevere drought in 1981, ground was broken for the Oradell Aqueduct. This 
first p b  ofthe Wanaque South project k a 17-mile pi* that m m a  nine towns in 3ergen County 
In 1982, the company tmk a giant technological step by inv&gating automatic meter reading. It imple- 

mented the techn01ogy in 1986 for its residential customem. Again leading the U.S. water industry in 
adievhg heightened water qualiw the company in 1984 annwnced plans to treat its water with ozone. 

Hackensack k proud to be recognized m the home of hckemack Medical Center, a 
regional tachmg hospital that serves as the hub of health me in northern New Jersey and has the 
largest number of admissions of any hospital in the date. 

"Ihe Great Blizzasd of 1888" and the subaquent death of a milmad brakeman was 
the impetus Mind thefoundingofHackemack Hospital. Amdingto newspapracmnta atthe time, 
in March 1888 a blizzard buried most ofthe eastern United States includmg Bergen County. Unable 
to find semm fix- on the ice, a brakeman on the S w q w h m a  Railroad fell on the H a c k e d  plat- 
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Corm, merely injuring his head. The death of the man was blamed in part on the delay in reacbingthe 

near& hospital in Patemn. Sympathy for his widow and child was strong, and the public promptly 
called for the eshbkhmt of a hospital in Hackensack In June ofthat year, a l @ m m  residence pur 
& . a d  by an d t i o n  d 24 civic leaders for $4,000 o W y  teame h m  as Hackensack Hospital. 
It consisted of 12 beds and a homedrawn ambulance. 

Today, Hackemack M e d i d  Center is Bergen County's largest employer, with staff 
rnembem caring for patients h m  the New Jersey and New York metropolitan region who come to 
the medical enter for sophisticated mdcal  txeatment and compkhensive outpatient services. The 
Tbmomwa Children's Institute for Cancer and Blood Dimmiem (TCI) at Hackensack Medical Center 
is one of New Jersey's l q p t  and most cumphensive pmgmm for children. The institute delivers 
a vast number of services to children and their f d e s  ranging b m  inpatient a m  and outpatient 
katment, to psychosocial support services. When its  $168 million expansion and renovatian project 
is completed in 1994, Hackensack Medical Center will aintain 597 l i d  beds and wil l  haw added 
new adult ncutet.are and pediatric f d t i e s  to supplement its h d y  spwhhd and diveme range of 
EeWim. 

Bergen County's k t  telephone system was mtdled in nearby Englewd in 1880 at 

the home of R E. C&mn by the Domestic Wegraph Curnpany. ' h o  y a m  later, Hackensacks first 
telephones were instded in the m of George l-hdmuas Main &ret awing machine store. The 12 
parhe who bought telephone service wem d e d  by ringing a machine that utilized a foot pedal sim- 
ilar to that ofa sewing machine. The first s w i t d x d  had the capacity to hold 25 lines. Within the 

n~18yearstheswi~~wasmovedtosevedlocationsmMainStreetto~~tethe1p.ow- 

ing number of families who sought to use this modern con-- 
In 1900, the Hackensack telephone directory listed about 226 mhmibers, and the 

s w i M  was replad by a larger, more advanced model. John J. Fiake, in whm Main k t  &oe 
the telephone system was located, turned over its management ta the New York and New Jersey 
nlephone Company. By 1915,3,900 Hackensack customers used the city's exchange. Way, there 
are mtm than 20,000 mbeuibem. 

The New York and New Jersey Wephone Company oversaw the growing demands 
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of Hackensack's customers throughout various corporate restructuringa during the past several 
decades.Tbday, the telephone &m ia owned and managed by the Bell Atlantic Company. 

Until the late 1700s newspapers were warn, with residents of H a c k e d  depend- 
ing on d communication as their mum ofinformation. New J e r ~ y  Governor W- Lihgstm, 
a m  that the only printed news abut the Revolutiomuy War was published in the L@wW "New 
York Gamttep d e e d  that inhabitants of the state should be entitled to a mom b a l a n d  account of 
the W&B events. He asked the state's printer, ,Isaac Collins, to publish a newspap. *The New Jersey 
Gazetten made its debut m 177'7 and c o n h i d  pmlamations, d u t i o n s ,  and other infomation about 
the war. 

I TheM-pertabepninManddistributedin-wasL9he- 
Newsman: which was dabliphed in 1822 but folded the next year. At around the same time, The 
I Z a c k e n s a c l r h a n d B e r g e n W t y F & d e b u t a d . ~ b y M W a n d H J . ~  
in a buildmg on Main Street, this paper d v e d  only a few years. 

Byhthemost importantnewspaperpublbshedin~is~Record,"which  
bqpn in 1895 as m e  Beqpn Evening Randeat a Hackensackr stmdht on Main and Mercer Sb.eets, 
located next to a lam* Growingrapidly, it moved to 131 Main S W t  in 1901, In 1922, the newpa- 
per moved into the building at 295 Main Street that bday is the Adult Learning Center of Bergen 
C o m m u n i t y c o ~ .  

In 1920, the famdy m e  hat is synonymous with The Record" - Borg - began 
its a€IZation with the paper. That year, Jahn Borg and a group of e a t  Wd Street hnciers pumhaaed 
the newspaper. Since 1951, The Record* has been located at 1M River Street in a plant that waa 
expanded in 1966 and again in 1982. Today, mom than 1,000 people write, p d m ,  and deliver the 
newspaper. Under the continued stewardship of the Borg family, The RecordA operates h m  bureaus 
in Tkaton, Wadmgtm, D.C., and Wayne, and has a vagt printing p h t  in Rockaway 
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the early 1900s, Hacken xperiemd a trerr~r-uri pop- 

ulation and busdnetm boom, and financial institutions thrived. Uniikd Jersey 

Bank is Ihe current mident of this buiuing on 210 Main S e t  D b m g h  $ 1  

1926 a m e m h e  m m o n y  mnwy $The R m d  $ H a c B e m k ,  NJ. 





Stabs one can still tour hist& inns and tavern that 
d o h l  the cities and mmtq-sides of Colonial America and learn about the p e  

ple who frequented them. More than merely a place to eat or spend the night while traveling, the 
inns and taverns functioned as the social and polit id centers of town, serving as meeting sites, as 

pol l ingpb,  as stops, and even as the h t  post ofEce in Hackensack 
In 1668 the Legislature of New Jmwy required that each township appoint innkeep- 

ers and e s t a b W  prices for lodgmg, fd, drmk, and for the f w h g  and &bhg of horses. 
Among the prominent inns and taverns that once existed in Hmkmsack were: the 

Doremus Tavern (a shqpmwh terminal for the Hoboken line), the Hackensack H o e  (where stage- 

coaches deprrrted for the tull road that went to Hoboken, Jersey City, and New York), WuIfFs 'Prtvern 
and the New Bridge Inn ( s h g w m d ~  stops), and tbe Hackensack Tavern (site of the start of a stage- 
coach line into Patemon, Ridgewood, SufFern, and points north). 

One ofthe most famow inns in Hachsack was the Mansion House, the private res- 
idence of Peter ZP' ' ' that m p i e d  a site on Main Sbeet and W&slmgton Phm. Built in 1751, it 
served as the headquarters for G e n d  George Wmhugtm in 1776, when the Revolutiomy War was 
fought on Hackensack mil. In later years, it was enlarged and became a stop on t h ~  s@ecoa& line 
fmm Albany to New York City. The Mansion House also was the K i m  of the Weehawk B d  in 
1834 and several h t m d  organbtions. Over the objections of many, it wm demolished in 1945. 

Prior to the 1900s, entertainment in Hackensack consistsd mainly of lectures, coa 
cerh, or other musical and dramatic offerings. One of the most popular entertainment meccas of the 

time was the Hackensackhory and Opera H o w ,  hilt in 1872 on the east side ofstate Street south 

of Mercer Street. When not used by National Guardfsmen for drills, it was home to the Hackensack 
Dramatk -tion, WM p-tedtherttrical productions on itsimposing stage. The b d h g a l s o  
hosted prize Wts, operas, minstrel shows, singing groups, and graduation ceremonies. In 1901, it 
bumed to the ground 'lkro yeam later it was mplaced by a new building, which was in use until aRer 
World War I1 when it was 4. 

In 1W7, Hadrensaclis 6mt movie h t e r  - the &nia - opened at 55 Main Street. 
Adwdkmenb proclaimed it a place of "delightful enterhinment," where a #minute show could be 
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viewed for 10 cents. W1tl-h several years the Hudson, the Royal, the Biiou, and the Crown Theaters 

sprung UP. 
In 1913 the Lyric Theater opened on Main Street, hosting some of the most famous 

vaudeville acts on the Lirart, Although it suffered h m  small sudies- during the Depmsion, it was 
able to attract dramatic actors to perfom plays on its luxuriw stage for mimy years. The invention 
of tahng movies saw the opening of the Eureka, the Oritmi, and the Fox Theaters in the 1930s. They 
were some of the most meogmdle landmarks in Hackensack for nearly half a century until dedining 
audiences caused them to close. The Fox Theakr, the last of HackesacKs to sunive, was closed in 
1985. 

From the time of the earliest d e m e n t s  in Hackenaack, spiritual enrichment and 
' the &ties that m u n d  a mhgon have played a major role in the lives and development of the cam- 

munity. Churches have served as more than plam to worship; they have been the cenkm of We for 
township and their maiden& 

T h e D u t i h , t h e f m t b p s a n s e t t l m , b r o u g h t C a l ~ t h e ~ d t h e i r ~  
C h d ,  to the colonies. In 1686,33 settlers met to form the m-mbined c o m t i o n s  of b c k e m c k  
and Aquackanonck (now P&c /Clifton}. During the next 10 years, they worshipped in a private 
home south dthe  city limits of New Barbadm T o d p  and east of the current City of Hackensack. 
They called their congregation the Dutch Refmed Church of Ackemack 

The ampgation began to make plans for the e-on d a  churcb after Captain John 
Berry, one of the Barbadian planters who was granted most of the land making up New B ~ ~ o B s ,  
gave two and a m  dhis parcel to the church. The land was located on The Green, and 

, when the wngmgation moved west to the &, they brought the name A&emack with them. 
1 

On Nbvembr 15,1696, the First Reformed Churcb was dedimted, making it the fin& 

church in lbdmaack and the smnd oldest Refonned C h d  in New Jemy. B e a m  of its Iocation, 
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it affectionately became known as the Old Church on the G-, a name that is still used t&y. 

In 1728, the First Reformed Church was torn down, and a new one erected using the 
stme8 of the o n p a l  one. In 1791, a new s imchm - the me that M a y  - was w m p W  uaing 
Colonial amhitectuce. Throughout the next two centuries the church was modernized and enlarged 
to ita m t  size. 

~ h e b t ~ f i i m - ~ m e b n  church &- in& was thevarick M e m o d  
African M e h i h t  E p c q d  Zion Church, founded sometime in the mid-l80k, Initially the c o w  
gation worshipped in the Hackemack Meeting H o w  until it a a p d  ib  Atlantic Strest property in 

1864. Rvoy.8arshterthechumhwas baqmrated as t h e O l i v e B d C o 1 d ~ o n N ~ r ~  
of Hackensack. Tt W e  the 6rst kM.E. Church in Hackensack in 1883, adopbg its m n t  name 
in 1917. The tmutees were John R Dillard, John R. Issac, William A Floyd, Richard Augustus T h o r n  
B. James, Jessie H. Porter, John L. Lori& Bruce lkrnpleton, and J m  J. h. The pastorwas Rev. 
I. B. k e r .  

Throughout its myear  history, the people of ~e~ have joined together in a 

multitude of ways. Wa o ~ t i o n s  that hoId special histarical dgdbnce are the Oritani Fk4d Club 
and the Hackensack Yacht Club. 

The Oritani Field Club, one of the most endearing and sumewful organizations in 
Hackenaack, was established in 1877 through the merger of two tennis clubs: the Pastime Lawn 
Club and the Harkens& Lawn %mia Club. In 1887, it p u m b d  the Andemn Homedead, pmp 

erty that was located on Main S b e t  and &ended down to the Hackensack River, One of its k t  
projects was to build a t o w  slide and icmkating pond A b a d d l  &Id, bowling alleys, four ten- 
nis courts, and s e d  b i l l i d  mms foliowed in the ensuing year. 

On July 4,1888,5,000 people assembled on the pun& for a gmnd opening cele- 
B t h a t ~ u d e d b a a e $ a n a n d t e n n i s m a ~ m ~ b y W a M i l i t a r y ~ a M b y ~ s  
Company C, and a fireworks finale. Over khe yeas, the Oritani Field Club has been the borne of sev- 
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eral cbampionsbip d-profedonal bambdl teams and is mcgnid as a center ofHa&ema&s ath- 
letic activilies. Its clubhouse is one of Hack&s lrJlost treasured historic landmarks. 

The Hackensack Yacht Club m estabbhd in the mid-1- as the Hackemack 
Field and Boat Club. It took its cunent name in 1908, &thg up residence at a clubhouse at Shafer 
PLace on the ~ackengack River. In# in 1940, the Hackensack Yacht Club's mission has been 
"to pmmte and e ~ c o u r ~ h t i n g  and seamaaship and to provide a program of activitis for its 

membem." 
Although it still oocupiea its original site on the Hackensack River, the majority of 

tdafa Yacht Club members plot their vessels along the Hudaon River, Long Idand Sound, and the 
waterways of the New Jersey Shore. During s u m m a  monthe, the club's flag flies over the Alpine 
Boat Basin in Pal ides  Interstate Park. 

A city's parka are o h  the sites of many memorable entertainment and cultural off* 
hgs,ortheygerve a i r w a a m  in the m i d s t d a ~ m ~ T h e C i t y o f H a c k e n s a c k  W- 
tains a 76-acre prk and recreational system that includes 16 city parks and the Sub- h g  for 
the enjoyment of ite citizens and their guests. In 1993, Ha&m&'s Mayor and City Council began a 
$ l ~ n p r O j e c t t o ~ m d ~ t b e p a r k s .  
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F,h L,,,, Center, Inc., 42 Fair Street 
King of Kings Full Gospel Tabernacle, 309 State Sb-eet 
Little Bethel Holiness Church, 264 Second Street 
Mount Holiness Bmple, 320 Hamilton Place 

teformed Churches in America 
Heformed Uhurch, 4 A  murt b i t  

Second Reformed Church, Union and Andawn Streets 
Reformed Chapel (La Capilla Reformada), Andemn and Union Streets 
Third Reformed Church, 67 SoutL -speck Avenue 

Roman Catholic 
Holy 'lhmty KC. Church, 34 Maple Avenue 
Church of the Immaculate Conception, 49 Vreeland Avenue 
Saint Francis Church, 50 L d i  Street 
Saint Joseph's Church, 460 Hudson Street - - 
*nAmmy 
Salvation Army, 89 State Street 

- - w e  
S w d h - h y  Ahnt& lN & d i d h u e  













Robert A Altschuler 
July 1933-May 1937 

Ralph J, declairmont 
May 1937-November 1937 

Pad  J. Foschni 
December 1937-May 1941 
May 1945-May 1949 
May 2953-Septemhr 1954 

Fredrick V. Ferkr 
May 1941-May 1945 

A.R. William Granito 
May 194SMay 1953 

Edgar P. Deuell 
September 1954-October 1959 

Walter E. Nowakowslu 
W b e r  1959-May 1960 
February 1961-May 1961 
May 1965-May 1969 

Eugene E. Demarest 
May 196&February 1941 

Peter Frapaul 
May 1961-October 1962 

Kazmier Wymki 
November 1962-May 1965 
May 1969-May 1973 
February 1977-Mhy 1977 

Michael J. D'Arminio 
May 1973-January 1977 

Frank C. Zisa 
May 1977-May 1981. 

Wilder M. Rich 

Carl W. Wnght 

Harold Y Rellly, Sr. 

Joseph J. Squrllace 

Wilbur H. Lind 

Itobert C.  Casey 

James S. Lamva 

July 1933-June 1939 

July 1939-July 1948 

September 1948- 
Sepkmkr 1964 

October 1964-May 1986 

June 1986-January 1987 

Mmh 1987-August 1989 

August 1989-present 

POLI w FHIBFS 
C. VanBlarkom 

Irving Waltermire 

Jacob Dunn 

Martin O'Shea 

F. Ripperger 

William Munz 

Wiham Menke 

Weskrvelt Demarest 

Anthony D'Elia 

Anthony Iurato 

William Iurato 

John J. Aletta 

PIN; C H ~ E F ~  
W d h  Ziegler 

Frank Walsh 

William Fmdshm 

Vincent Hofhan 

John B d o p  

Charles Jones 

Anthony AielIos 

Ronald Freeman 

Richard Johnson 

Fred Gerh 
May 1981-July 1989 

John F. Zisa 
July 1989-present 
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